
 

 FAIRFAX PLANNING COMMISSION              Tuesday, October 7, 2014 
 
Members Present: G. Heyer, M. Hunziker, Mark Kane, R. Wimble, Martha Varney 
Public Present: Skip Taylor, ZA 
 
7:00PM- G. Heyer called the meeting to order. 
 
7:01PM- M. Varney moved to accept the minutes from the September 16, 2014 meeting; M. Hunziker 2nd.  All in 
favor. 
 
S. Taylor shared that he had presented the proposed changes to the Fee Schedule with the Select Board on October 6, 
2014; the Select Board approved and signed the Fee Schedule.  The Planning Commission had consensus that it would 
be a good idea to post this information on the new Town website Fairfax-vt.gov and on VTGrandpa.com and to also 
post the newly adopted Fairfax Development Regulations.  S. Taylor added that he could communicate this with Chris 
Santee to post in the Fairfax newspaper. 
 
M. Kane began to discuss and present on Solar Energy Development.  Discussion included cost, benefits to the 
community, group net metering, land banking, legal issues, visual aesthetics, quality of neighborhood, inverter 
stations, and the value of properties and how they might be impacted by solar energy sites. 
The Planning Commission also talked about energy siting standards for solar installations in the Town.  M. Kane used 
examples of other Towns in the State of Vermont and how they are dealing with energy siting standards and solar 
installations.  M. Kane provided mapping information as part of his presentation to the Planning Commission that was 
directly off of the website www.vtenergyatlas.com.  M. Kane recommended that it would be a good idea to have 
community involvement and public input on Solar Energy Development in the Town of Fairfax. 
The Planning Commission members asked M. Kane if he was able to obtain examples of siting standards that are 
successful in other communities, and view scape mapping that would indicate points on a map in the Town of Fairfax 
that would have views that could be protected from future Solar Energy Development.  Discussion continued on 
seeking public input by possibly creating a Public Hearing, and creating possible siting standards for the Town of 
Fairfax along with the idea of amending the Town Plan in order to be specific on where the Town of Fairfax would 
allow Solar Energy Development. 
 
S. Taylor submitted the Grant Mid-Term Report on behalf of the Planning Commission.  S. Taylor told the Planning 
Commission that the first Advisory Meeting will take place on Wednesday, October 22, 2014 at 7PM at the new Town 
Office at 12 Buck Hollow Rd in Conference Room 116.  S. Taylor offered to communicate this information with those 
who were invited to be a part of the Advisory Committee. 
 
S. Taylor passed around two mailings from VELCO that were addressed to the Fairfax Planning Commission in 
regards to the Georgia Interconnection Project.  The letters stated that they were notifying the Town of Fairfax that 
VELCO will commence construction on the East Fairfax substation project. 
 
8:30PM- M. Hunziker made a motion to adjourn; M. Varney 2nd.  All in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jackie Marshall 
Planning & Zoning Assistant 
 
Signed: ____________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
 For the Planning Commission 
 

These draft minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  All motions were unanimous 
unless otherwise indicated. 


